
1510 3rd Avenue, Tuscaloosa, AL 35401 
_ ..,- (205) 758-8529 l (205) 758-8029 FAX 

Honorable DijiGa Shalala 
Secretary of Health and Human SvCS 

. . 

LUU maepetidence .Ave. SW -- 
Washington DC 20201 

_” .._ ^. .,_, .-. ._...... ._ 

170ct2000 

Dear Mrs. Shalala: 

- Tile Food and Dtig Administtition is in the process of prosing chafiges to the way 
hearing aids are sold that could put me out of business and impede access to hearing care 
services for millions of out nation’s hearing impaired and seniors. 

I am a Board Certified, St‘ate Licensed; HS?aring Instrument ‘Special&t. ‘Fbr over 24 yea&, 
I-‘-have provided quality 

.- ..- . _. -- / -i--l. -. (.” .i^.._ . ..- _1 .-... “‘~-r*‘-. _ “~.‘~L”“~~-^_l”i.,“~~jll,~i-xl”~~,..~., )n_ ,I _,,,. .“., j ,.. 
health care Ser?iE& to thousands of out state s hearmg impaired. 

Presently all three members of the lGarin~U3i&3th cared d&e+ G&, ~~(RGGhig L&u-n&t ,^ . . ;lxI. ._._,. . . __“.)_..._ .;.,. ..x.. I .._~ ..___. 
Specialist, Audiologist, and Physicians) are’&&nized as qualified entry points mto the hearing ‘._’ ‘* --” 
health care delivery system. The rule FDIP;‘is advocating would allow audiologist withm any . ..-. . . . . . . . _. . . . - _~^,_..---.l.. 
justification, to instill themselves as the sole &ii poidt into lG%rmg healthcare bi%@wing 
states to require expensive and non essential test that.osly audiologist are qualified to perfarm. . 

Allowing audiologist an exclusive role in the hearing aid delivery system, @thout 
unqualified medical data evidencing that such a role is necessary for public health reasons, 
would severely undermine public health and safety and would increase cost to the @&ring 
impaired. 
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The medical community, specifically the American Academy of Otolaryngolog@ (Ear, 
Nose and Throat) opp+es this FDA proposal. . . 

1 8 
-._ “i r. _ . . ..__ ^..*“,“+.. _“,_, Please costact the Secretary -of Health and urge that this’ FDA proposed hearing.aid rule 

be withdrawn. 

I look forward to your response, 

Cordi lly, 

8 

Tt.04 

Joel M. Bank, M.A., A.CA., BC-HIS .: ,,.. : 
i 
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Joel M. Bank, M.A., A.C.A., BC-HIS 
Master’s Degree in Audiology 

Board Certified Hearing Instrument Specialist 
Audioprosthologist 

Better Hearing Through Prbfessional Cars 
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